PREFACE

The World Conference on Earthquake Engineering was originated and planned by
the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute for the purpose of:

1. Observing by an appropriate technical meeting the fiftieth anniver-
sary year of the destructive San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, and

2. Bringing together the scientists and engineers from major seismic
areas of the world in order that their knowledge of earthquakes and
developments in the science and art of earthquake resistant design
and construction might be pooled for the benefit of all mankind.

The arrangements for such an ambitious conference did not come about by acci-
dent. We are indebted to many people:

1. To the Arrangements Committee of EERI, consisting of Messrs.
R. W. Binder, J. A. Blume, W. K. Cloud, R. W. Clough, H. J. Degen-~-
kolb, C. M. Duke, A. L. Miller, H. C. Powers, and ]J. E. Rinne,
Chairman.

2, To the University of California, Extension Division, co-sponsors,
for its part in the on~campus arrangements, including the excellent
facilities for the meetings,

3. To our friends in the business world and to the National Science
Foundation for their financial support of the undextaking,

4. To the many participants in the program, both from the United States
and from abroad for their contribution to the techmical success of
the conference,

5. To many other people who gave of their time and services that this
volume might record for posterity an event of our times.

To all these organizations and people we are very grateful.

George W. Housner
President, EERI



