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Respected Professor M. Anandakrishnan, Chairman,
Board of Governors, Professor Sanjay Dhande, Director,
esteemed members of the Faculty, degree recipients, parents,
distinguished guests, dear students, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honour to be the Chief Guest for the
Convocation of any institution and particularly so for the 44"
Convocation of IIT Kanpur and | thank the Board of Governors
for extending to me this rare privilege. Whenever | get a chance
to meet young and promising engineers, | welcome it. The new
generation of young engineers is the only hope for the nation.
The future and destiny of our nation depends to a large extent
on the competence, dedication and contribution of our
Engineers. It was Professor Sanjay Dhande who prompted and
brought me over here for this occasion and | immensely thank
him.

[ITs to-day, occupy an enviable and eminent position in our
country in imparting higher technical education. It is the dream
of every aspiring engineer to get into any one of the lITs in the
country. Started in 1960, IIT Kanpur has completed 52 years of
glorious service to the country. The institute has produced
many outstanding engineers, scientists and managers who
today occupy eminent positions within India and abroad.
Institutions like IIT Kanpur has greatly enhanced the image and
reputation of the country in producing world class engineers
and scientists. This institute is therefore a pride and priceless
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possession of the country. Among all the IITs, |IT Kanpur alone
has worked very closely with Indian Railways in conducting
fundamental research and studies to improve safety and
operational efficiency. Being a Railway Engineer myself, | feel
proud about this and wish to pay handsome tributes to the
students and faculty members for assisting the Indian
Railways.

Convocation is the most important and memorable day in
the academic life of a student. It is also a joyous occasion for
the entire institute. On this occasion, | wish to offer my hearty
congratulations to all those students who are receiving
degrees, post graduate degrees and doctorates. This
impressive graduation ceremony will surely be etched in the
minds of outgoing students for years to come. This is an
unforgettable day in their lives and they will cherish every
moment of the graduation ceremony.

The academic excellence and reputation of any institution
depends entirely on the quality of education and training
imparted. In the case of lIT Kanpur, this credit should go to the
Director and Faculty members. On this occasion, | wish to
congratulate the Director, Prof. Sanjay Dhande, and his
devoted faculty team for their selfless and noble service in
producing excellent engineers and scientists from this institute.

| find parents of many students are also present on this



occasion and | share their joy in seeing their wards graduating
out from such a prestigious institution. This institute is very
fortunate to have Professor M. Anandakrishnan as Chairman
of the Board of Governors and Professor Sanjay Dhande as its
Director. ltis their selfless, passionate and dedicated service to
this institute which has made IIT Kanpur to stand high as a very
prestigious institution.

It is customary for the Chief Guest to convey in his
Convocation address words of advice and guidance to the
students before they step out, from the world of academics to
the competitive world outside. In a way, the Convocation
address becomes the last set of mandatory instructions
imparted to the students, at the time of receiving their degrees.

Dear students, you should be very happy and proud that
you are graduating from an institute of such eminence, which is
acknowledged as one of the best technical institutes of the
world. You are entering your professional life at a time when
this country is poised for rapid economic growth. Massive
infrastructure developments are taking place, many more have
to be planned and executed. The country will see
unprecedented and accelerated growth for many years to
come. | therefore assure you, bright opportunities are
beckoning the engineers and scientists stepping out of this
greatinstitute.



I must however remind you, this institute has laid only the
basic foundation for your professional knowledge and growth.
You have to build on this foundation, the knowledge gained
through observations, experience and further studies.
Education is a life-long pursuit. For an engineer, every failure is
a stepping stone to success, every experience enriches his
knowledge and the crowning reward is the opportunity to serve
his country.

Dear Students “Jnanameva Param Balam” that is,
“knowledge alone is supreme strength”. Our ancient texts also
declare “Nahi Jnanena Sadrisam Pavithram iha Vidyathe”
which means “there is nothing more sacred in this world than
knowledge”. Knowledge and professional competence gives
one self assurance and confidence to handle any job. If you
know your subject well, your superiors respect you and
subordinates obey and adore you. This has been my
experience in my 59 years of professional life.

Dear students, engineering is a very noble and edifying
profession. Engineers have a profound effect on the world we
live in, and they play an important role in all aspects of the
development of this country. Ensuring safety, health, welfare
and quality of life of our citizens should be of paramount
concern to any engineer. Engineers also must be morally
committed to face and handle ethical dilemmas they confront.
The high standards of the profession should not be sacrificed



for short term financial gains. Unfortunately, we see this too
often in our country. Standards and specifications are diluted
with profit motives. Corruption is at the root of this degradation
of values. Engineers coming out of this prestigious Institute
should particularly uphold ethical and moral values all the time,
and every time, in the practice of their profession. From time
immemorial, this country had the solemn practice of offering
“Guru Dakshina” by the disciples to their Gurus. Like-wise you
should be indebted to your professors and lecturers for guiding
and training you in this Institute and your Guru Dakshina should
be a solemn promise to adhere to the ethics and values of the
engineering profession.

However exemplary may be your academic achievements
or the heights you scale in your professional life, all that has no
meaning unless you exhibit impeccable high moral values in all
your activities. An institute of this type has excellent syllabus,
curriculum and training strategies, but | wonder whether there
is any emphasis on ethics and moral values. | would request
the esteemed Director to incorporate ethics and National
Values as part of the training of the students in this great
institute.

From my own long professional career covering more than
59 years, | have learnt that to be successful in professional life
one must have certain attitude and commitment to values.
Integrity is the key stone in this value culture. When | refer to
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integrity, it does not mean just honesty or absence of
corruption. It embraces a much wider area of our existence and
can be briefly stated as “the quality of having strong moral
values”. Any achievement in life, not built on ethics and values,
will not be sustainable. Success in life should not be measured
purely in terms of the positions you occupy, the remuneration
you get or the wealth you amass. The real index of success is
what you are able to contribute to the welfare and progress of
the society or your country. Above all you should be able to
spread happiness, sunshine and cheer around your work
place, athome and to the community.

Punctuality is another virtue which has to be practiced
very assiduously. Punctuality is nothing but a courtesy to
others. By being punctual, you respect the value of time of
others. More than anything else, it helps you to plan your
activities and schedules with precision and efficiency.

Another aspect which | want to emphasize on this
occasion is the necessity to have good health throughout your
life. Please remember “health is wealth”. Unless you have
robust health, you cannot perform your duties well and
efficiently. lll health is a source of worry, not only to yourself, but
to your spouse and parents. The pre-requisites for good health
are—

(a) Moderate, balanced food habits;



(b) Adequate sleep;
(c) Regularexercises (preferably, in addition, Yoga as well).

None of these costs any extra money nor will need a good deal
of your time. This is only a habit you have to cultivate and make
ita part of your life style.

The “Crown and glory” of life is character. Character,
conduct, ethics and values are all learnt from home and from
elders to start with. Institutions like IITs impart to you objective
knowledge only, i.e., knowledge in Chemistry, Physics,
Engineering, etc. Character, ethics and values are subjective
attributes, partly inherited and mostly cultivated. Ours is a land
which has high tradition of ethics and values handed over to us
from time immemorial through our holy scriptures and epics like
Bhagwat Gita, Sreemad Bhagavatham, Ramayana, etc. These
are not religious scriptures but practical guides for virtuous
living. If one imbibes the meaning and message contained in
Bhagwat Gita, he becomes a wise person capable of handling
any situation. | wish Bhagwat Gita is made a compulsory textin
our educational system and scheme. Unfortunately in the
name of secularism, our young generation is denied access to
the rich heritage of our great nation.

There are certain things in life which we are born with,
which we cannot change, like our complexion, our facial
features and certain genetic attributes. But character and



health are two possessions which we can shape and mould
according to our own option. | would, therefore, exhort all of you
here to give serious attention to your health and character.

The mostimportant duty | have to perform on this occasion
is to remind you of your social responsibilities and social
accountability. Individuals are part of the family, family is a part
of the society and the society is a part of the nation. You are all
very fortunate to have the means and opportunity to acquire a
good education and this education will enable you to have a
very successful and rewarding life. The country invests about
Rs.25 lakhs on each student graduating out of an lIT. You have
a duty to pay back to the nation manifold what you have
received from this institute. Ladies and gentlemen, ours is a
great country whose rich traditions date back to the Vedic days.
Unfortunately, the country is today at cross-roads, on one side
striving for economic growth and on the other side fast losing
our great culture and values. Corruption has crept into all walks
of life and according to the Transparency International, India is
ranked 85" on the corruption scale. Can there be a greater
shame to the nation? 40% of our population still live below
poverty line. More than 1/3" of our children have no access
even to primary education let alone higher education. 50% of
our rural poor have no health cover. There is severe shortage of
basic needs such as drinking water, electricity, housing,
drainage etc, even in our major cities. Heavy floods or severe



drought rampage the country alternatively. More than 1.4 lakh
people die every year on account of road accidents alone which
is 40 times the incidence in a country like Great Briton. In the
City of Delhi alone one person dies every 4 hours due to a road
accident. Serious energy crisis is looming large before the
country and India has joined the rest of the developed world in
hastening global warming. These are challenges Institutions
like IIT Kanpur has to face and solve in addition to its academic
role. These are the challenges students coming out of these
Institutions have to tackle and improve the quality of life in our
country.

[ITs have shown that this country can produce the best of
engineers anywhere in the world and IIT Kanpur is not an
exception. The glamour and tendency for engineers coming
out of such prestigious Institutions is to migrate and serve
foreign countries or step into non-engineering fields such as
general management, administrative services, etc. This is not
good for the country. Engineers should stick to their profession
and serve the country. | strongly believe engineers alone can
change the future and destiny of this country. It is time
Engineers blossom as technocrats and take charge of the
future of this country. Delhi Metro is a classic example of how
engineers have changed the Public transport system of our
capital city. Similarly, it is only the engineers who can ensure
enough drinking water, enough electric power, good roads,
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excellent railway system, public health facilities, etc. | call upon
the engineers passing out from Institutions like this to boldly
face the challenges before the country. The country needs you
badly. Put service before self. In Bhagvad Gita, Krishna's
clarion call to Arjuna was “Nahi Kalyanakrit Kaschid Durgathim,
Tata Gachati”“My son! A person who performs noble deeds will
never get into difficulties”. What an assurance and what a
promise! Why can't this be your guiding principle? “Andhakarko
Mat Koso — Ek Deep Jalao”—Why can't you light alamp instead
of complaining of darkness? Every one of you leaving this
institute should carry the light of knowledge and wisdom and
spread joy and happiness throughout our country.

Finally, itis my appeal to all the students passing out of this
institute to be grateful to this institute which has helped you to
launch into your professional career. Whenever you get a
chance or opportunity to help IIT Kanpur, you should do so
wholeheartedly, with fondness and gratitude.

Dear students, you are on the threshold of a very exciting
and challenging professional career. This Institute has
equipped you to face challenges and to seize opportunities. |
wish you all a very rewarding professional journey ahead.

| once again thank the Board of Governors and Prof.
Sanjay Dhande for providing me this opportunity to be with you.
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