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Course Description

The course offers a socio-legal perspective on the transformation of the mstitutions of family,
kinship and marriage. As these traditional social mstitutions transmute into their modern
avatar, the nature of this transformation calls for sociological unpacking. Here, two distinct sets
of normative frames operate in collocation—societal and legal. This leads to a contestation that
Emile Durkheim had identified as anomie, a hallmark of all societies transitioning from status
to contract. Taking a comparative lens, the course traces these changes in India since the
colonial period. We undertake this exercise by analyzing the legal developments in the domain
of family and kinship from the nineteenth century to the present. This broad overview will
equip the students to appreciate the importance and impact of legislative changes on family
and kinship. At the same time, the course will delve into a detailed analysis of specific reforms—
marriage, divorce and succession acts—to understand how the religion-based family law system
works in India and its broader societal impacts, including the economy. The effect of family
law reform on gender will be discussed in detail. This course will help students understand how
family and kinship are affected by recent legal changes (the Uniform Civil Code, amendments

to the Succession Act, the Senior Citizen Act, among others) and their future directions.

List of Topics
Number Title Total lectures (1hr.30min)
1 Family, Kinship and Marriage: A Sociological 4
Perspective
2 The Socio-legal Reforms in Colonial India 8
3 Personal Law Reform in the Post-Colonial 8

Period: Hindu Marriage Act 1955 and the
Transformation of Muslim Personal Law

4 Key Recent Debates on Family Laws in India 8
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