Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur

Proposal for a New Course

1. Course No: PHI 7**
2. Course Title: Kant’s Critique of Aesthetic Judgment

3. Per Week Lectures: 3 (L), Tutorial: N.A. (T), Laboratory: N.A. (P), Additional Hours [0-2]:
N.A. (A).

Credits (3*L+2*T+P+A): 9 Duration of Course: Full Semester / Medular

4. Proposing Department/IDP: Humanities and Social Sciences

Other Departments/IDPs which may be interested in the proposed course: --

Other faculty members interested in teaching the proposed course: --

5. Proposing Instructor(s): Prashant Bagad

6. Course Description:

A) Objectives:

The course investigates a foundational work in philosophical aesthetics, Immanuel Kant’s

Critique of Aesthetic Judgment (Part One of the Critique of Judgment).

The course closely and critically considers Kant’s influential treatment of such
important questions as the following: What is beauty? Is beauty a property of the object or
does it lie in the beholder’s eye? Is taste innate or acquired? If I find something beautiful, can
I expect all of you to agree with me? It is said there is ordinary perception and there is
imaginative perception—what’s the difference? Are the pleasures given by a soothingly
pretty flower and a scarily howling storm of the same kind? What is the ground of debates
about beautiful nature or meaningful artworks? What makes nature’s beauty different from
art’s beauty? What does it mean to say that a poem or a painting is profound? Why do some
artworks invite multiple readings or become classics? Is aesthetic experience a form of
consumption? Is there really an aesthetic way of encountering the world that is distinct from
practical, intellectual, or moral engagement with it—don’t these approaches or spheres
intersect? Can an aesthetic experience be a result of conscious effort or is it received like a

gift?

The course analyses and interrogates Kant’s concepts of aesthetic judgment,
disinterested delight, subjective universality of aesthetic assessment, fine art, genius, aesthetic

ideas, the beautiful and the sublime, purposiveness without purpose, form, reflection and



contemplation in aesthetic experience, and the spontaneous and playful aesthetic mode of

cognitive faculties.

While philosophically re-enacting his views, the course engages in a contemporary

conversation with Kant’s work.

B) Contents (preferably in the form of 5 to 10 broad titles):

No Broad Title Topics Number of
Lectures
1 Analytic of the | Disinterested liking; agreeable, good and beautiful; 16
Beautiful universality of subjective judgment; purposiveness
without purpose; necessity of judgment of taste
(Sections 1-22)
2 Analytic of the | Concept of the sublime, mathematical and dynamic 8
Sublime sublime, the beautiful and the sublime
(Sections 23-30)
3 Fine Art Fine art, genius, aesthetic ideas, art and nature, art 10
and craft, taste and genius (Sections 43-54)
4 Deduction of Peculiarities of judgment of taste, ‘common sense’, 4
Pure Aesthetic kinds of interest in beauty
Judgment (Sections 31-42)
5 Dialectic of Antinomy of taste: Beauty, judgment, concepts 2
Aesthetic (Sections 55-60)
Judgment

C) Pre-requisites, if any (examples: a- PSO201A, or b- PSO201A or equivalent): None

D) Short summary for including in the Courses of Study Booklet:

The course is centered around a foundational work in philosophical aesthetics, Immanuel

Kant’s Critique of Aesthetic Judgment. The course considers Kant’s influential treatment of

such important questions as the following: Is beauty a property of the object or does it lie in

the beholder’s eye? If I find something beautiful, can I expect all of you to agree with me?

Are the pleasures given by a flower and a storm of the same kind? What is the ground of

debates about beautiful nature or meaningful artworks? What does it mean to say that a poem

or a painting is profound? Is aesthetic experience a form of consumption? Is there really an

aesthetic way of encountering the world that is distinct from practical, intellectual, or moral




engagement with it? The course analyses and interrogates Kant’s concepts of aesthetic
judgment, disinterested delight, subjective universality of aesthetic assessment, fine art,
genius, aesthetic ideas, the beautiful and the sublime, and purposiveness without purpose.
While philosophically re-enacting his views, the course engages in a contemporary

conversation with Kant’s work.
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