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CAMP REPORT


Mr. Herbert Hoover, the 31st President of The United States of America, himself an engineer, was once on board a steamer. He was trying to befriend a lady and in the present day parlance, was trying to chat her up.


The conversation went like this-

" Tell me, Mr. Hoover, What are your interests? ", asked the lady.
" Madam, I am an engineer ", replied Mr. Hoover with a sense of pride. 
" Really!! I took you for a gentleman ", came the reply.



I leave it to your fertile imaginative mind on how the conversation would have gone there after. Is this true of the engineers of today? The academicians and the industrialists who were behind this camp definitely did not believe so. It was their collective effort that made possible this month long camp for the budding engineers of today. This camp opened a little window for the participants to peep into and get a glimpse of the real challenges ahead and the opportunities available in this profession of ours. This camp has restored the faith in this timeless profession of Civil Engineering, the profession that has been serving mankind since the very existence of it.


At the outset, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the organizers, coordinators and the sponsors who made this camp possible. The highlight of the camp was the precise organization. The meticulous planning by all concerned, down to the minutest detail that had gone into the organization of the camp was evident as the camp unfolded day by day. The schedule was really tight with no time to while away and think of something else. Physical fitness was given whale of importance. This kept us brisk and on our feet during the field visits.  The presentations by the eminent personalities in the field were eye-openers. We had a wonderful start to the campaign with Mr. G. C. Tallur, Secretary, Government of Karnataka, Public Works Department delivering the Key note address of the camp. 

The three sentences that were expressed by him are still ringing in our ears.

We have run the race.

We have fought the battle.

We have kept our faith.

The effects of these sentences could be noticed right from that day itself. The camp had also a good start to the technical sessions with Prof Mahesh C Tandon delivering a mind-blowing lecture on ‘The Fascinating World of Bridges and Flyovers.’ This is the first instance where every one of us would have had the satisfaction of choosing this profession by the structures that were shown to us. The kind of presentations that were presented was very informative. Some of them like Cable stay bridge; Applications of GIS gave us a new dimension into the world of this profession. A fitting end to the technical sessions was delivered on the Various Aspects and Life of a Civil Engineer in the Indian Railways. The presentations were overall good and informative. The visits to the Engineering Laboratories were good. We could peep into the ongoing research projects and also get a good knowledge of various and the latest equipments at the institute. The field trips were informative and exciting. Each of the visits had a sense of practicality in them and lots of knowledge was gained. 

            The best parts of the camp were the surprises that were in store for us. Meeting the Honourable President of India and Mr. E. Sreedharan (DMRC, New Delhi) would certainly rank among the high points of our lives. The important thing that struck us all was the simplicity and humility they espouse. These qualities are to be taken note of and practiced. It was so kind of the President that in spite of his busy schedule, he could spend time with us. The kind of curiosity that crept in to Mr. E. Sreedharan's (Padmashree Awardee) mind was heart warming when he enquired if we had had a ride in the Delhi Metro. Meeting fifty-two experts from the construction field during one evening at Delhi was one of the unforgettable moments of the camp. The considerate words from each one of them is still ringing in our ears. The kind of contacts we all had before and now after the camp are totally different.

The importance of teamwork was emphasized right from the start. This brought all of us closer to each other as time passed by. The keen desire to win the competitions was evident in all of us. That this resulted in Sarvesh Agarwal getting a hand broken and Mihika Baruah, ligaments tear. The saddest part of the camp was to send Ms. Vranda Kamath home when she contacted chicken pox during the field visit. Every one of us knew the consequences we had to face but it was hard to accept since it was less than a week before we all parted.


This camp has been a small example of life as it is. Every person goes through different phases in life like happiness, joy, distress, embarrassment and what not. We all went through these phases in this 30-day Jamboree. The realities of life was seen, felt and experienced by all of us. The kind of work that sites engineer has to do, with the weather so harsh during summers and winters are a perfect example. The most important thing that we learnt from the camp is to love each other, to understand each other's feelings and to accept and rectify one's mistakes.  

           The camp is still not over, but has just started for all of us. A journey into the real world has begun. The different paths have been shown to us. It is left to us to pick the way in which we want to go, and go towards success facing and tackling the hardships on the way. 

           Various plans were made for the future to help the civil engineering students from the country. An exclusive civil engineering portal is under construction, which will give all of us the details of the various things that are required to embark on a career. The various companies in this field, list of books a student can follow in his under-graduation programme are a few examples. 



To conclude on a lighter note,

A yellow page listing goes like this-

BORING - SEE CIVIL ENGINEERS

After hearing about the exploits of our camp and the camp before, they would do 

very well to remove that reference!!! 

           Hope this tradition of making available to the young and budding engineers of tomorrow such an excellent opportunity to get a feel of the enchanting world of Civil Engineering continues for many a year to come!!!
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