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The Abutments

Introduction
        The Camp was inaugurated by Mr. G. C. Tallur, Secretary, Government of Karnataka, PWD, Bangalore, at a modest ceremony on June 6, 2003 at the Pioneer Batch Continuing Education Center on campus. Prof. Kripa Shanker (Deputy Director, IIT-Kanpur), INAE Distinguished Visiting Professor Mahesh C. Tandon (Managing Director, Tandon Consultants Private Limited, New Delhi), Mrs. Ranjana Tandon (Director, Tandon Consultants Private Limited, New Delhi) and Dr. Sudhir K. Jain (Head, Department of Civil Engineering, IIT-Kanpur) were the distinguished dignitaries on the panel. Thus began a new chapter in the history of the Summer Camps that envisaged a new era of Civil Engineering in the nation. Time and again industry and academia have joined hands to achieve the target of making Civil Engineering regain its lost glory by making the younger generation realize their hidden potential and this event is the gem of them all!

        In order to emphasize the importance of team effort in this profession, to inculcate a spirit of healthy competition among the participants, and also to bring out their leadership skills, the Team Building event and an icebreaker session were held at the end of the first day. This facilitated the participants to familiarize themselves with each other and to form four groups, namely ‘Abutments,’ ‘Bearings,’ ‘Parapets’ and ‘Piercaps,’ with a leader chosen for each of these groups. To add to the fun of the evening, a surprise event, the brainchild of Prof. C.V.R. Murty viz. the ‘Best Tie,’ the ‘Best Knot’ and the ‘Best Footwear’ were also declared. A camp leader was also chosen after three days of the starting of the camp – Mr. Abhinav Venkateswaran from SASTRA, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu.
 

Early Bird Catches the Worm!


For some of the ‘nocturnal’ of the Camp, rising up early with the dawn breaking out, posed the biggest challenge. Undoubtedly, it was the most irritating part of the Daily Schedule, but by no means an activity of lesser importance! Gathering at the Lobby at 5:45 am to go for the morning physical exercises and the sports & games that followed them, Anubhav Tiwari and Prashant Sahu (students of IIT-Kanpur) led the whole group from the front. This made the participants completely fresh and energetic by the time they reached the Lecture Hall for the day’s activities and added to the glow on their faces. 

After a quick wash and hurried breakfast, all the students, in the best of their Executive looks, were ready in the Lecture Hall on time. Thanks to the dedicated and untiring efforts of Ms. Sakshi Agarwal and Ms. Rose Mary Chacko (Project Associates in the Department of Civil Engineering, IIT-Kanpur), all the day’s requirements including the handouts, the day’s schedule and the Points Tally were at everyone’s disposal by the start of the class. The morning session usually had technical presentations while that in the afternoon had activities, video shows and games/sports in the evening.  

The starting day of the camp was the first rendezvous of the students with the basic philosophy of life and success bestowed on them by Mr. G.C. Tallur. His beautiful definition of success as “I’ve run my race, I’ve put up a good fight, I’ve kept my faith,” along with the subtle difference between joy and happiness that he elaborated, left an indelible imprint on everyone’s mind and soul. It was exhilarating experience learning from the humility of Prof. Mahesh C. Tandon and his great works. He believes in giving knowledge and sharing experiences, which would help others. In fact, it is because of people like him that the lighted torch of knowledge is passed on across generations. 

Nevertheless, sometimes it makes one wonder on meeting certain people, about the reasons behind their constant enthusiasm and motivation and Mrs. Ranjana Tandon (Director, TCPL) was kind enough to share her secrets with us. Her motivating demeanor was a source of energy to all.

The masterly lecture given by Prof. C.V.R. Murty gave us an insight about what earthquake engineering is all about, in a quick and effective manner and inspired us to do something in this field for saving precious lives and property. His presentation skills were inarguably the best! All were moved by the heart-touching slide show, shown with apt background music.

Mr. Robert Uthwatt (Resident Engineer, COWI Span-JV) impressed upon us the importance of quality assurance in project management. Moreover, the meticulously prepared presentation by Mr. C.S. Vishwanatha (Chief Consulting Engineer, Torsteel Research Foundation) was appreciated by one and all. Following this, the two-day workshop by Mrs. Rashmi Datt of Dialog, New Delhi made us realize the weak points of our personality and how to improve upon them. Activities like ‘Treasure Hunt,’ ‘Group Discussion’ and ‘Ad Spoof’ kept the adrenaline rushing! The ‘EBBOM Principle,’ the ‘A-B-C Theory’ and the idea of ‘IDEA’ prepared us to cope up with extreme situations in life.

Mr. Ajay Pal Singh (Sub Divisional Officer, U.P. State Irrigation Department) created environmental awareness among the young minds, pointing out the hazards faced by wild elephants in the Wildlife Sanctuaries in North West U.P. and our duty, more as humans than as Civil engineers, towards saving them. His undeterred motivated self was a torch of inspiration for the whole group. Moreover, meeting legends like Mr. C.R. Alimchandani (Managing Director, STUP Consultants Pvt. Ltd.) was an honor. He threw light on the aesthetics of structures and the beauty of Civil Engineering.

Prof. Sudhir K. Jain emphasized on the need to have a well-planned goal in life and to strive hard to achieve it. The most interesting observation given by him was about the comparison between the amount of time and energy spent in selecting a shirt and choosing a career option, which made everyone realize why so many professionals are misfits in their jobs. Prof. Bharat Lohani, in his own inimitable style, briefed the students about the modern technologies adopted in surveying today such as Airborne Altimetry LIDAR, GPS, Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing. The very small time in which these techniques give unprecedented accuracy amazed everyone!

The exclusive visit to the state-of-the-art Laboratories of Civil Engineering Department came as a breath of fresh air, when the participants were able to move around in the campus, instead of just sitting in the AC rooms listening to the lectures. The most modern equipments, gadgets and working models were diligently demonstrated by the Faculty and gave a ‘feel’ of what Civil Engineering is all about. However, the cherry on the pie was the visit to the prestigious National Wind Tunnel Facility @ IIT-Kanpur. It was truly a unique experience for every participant in some way or the other.

The tips on Report Writing given by Prof. Durgesh C. Rai, Department of Civil Engineering, IIT-Kanpur came on very handy when we sat down to write this report! It was nice meeting a young, enthusiastic and dynamic person like Ms Alpa R. Sheth (Chief Consultant and Partner, Vakil Mehta and Sheth Associates, Mumbai) who has done so much for the country at such a young age. 

Mr. Saroj K. Jha (IAS, currently working for UNDP) discussed the inside story and hardships associated with administrative services in India and mentioned that one must not always expect recognition for the hard work he does.

Mr. K Srinivasan (Chief Engineer, CPWD) explained in detail the new technology of diaphragm wall construction involved in the construction of the Parliament Library building, in terms of its tough location and the several challenging aspects involved with it. Mr. D.S. Sachdeva (Chief Engineer, CPWD) explained the metamorphosis of a completely dilapidated Players’ Building into a major city attraction and seat of power. While Mr. R. Subramanian (Chief Engineer, CPWD) spoke about the magic of Civil Engineering in renovating the fire-damaged Vigyan Bhawan into a building of international standards.

Mr. Deepak Gahlowt (Architect and Convener) talked about Indian Architecture in length and emphasized the importance of knowing the past of Civil Engineering .We then had Mr. A.K. Jain (Vice President, GRASIM Industries) talk about the manufacturing of cement, stressing on the stringent Quality Assurance measures adopted in Indian industries to meet world class standards.                    

Mr. J.N. Cooper (Vice President-Marketing, Associated Cement Companies) conveyed the message of Mr. A.K. Jain (Executive Director, ACC) and gave a brief preview on the diverse product range of ACC as well as the construction industry scenario in general. Mr. Mukesh Pandey (ACC) laid emphasis on the importance of concrete in the durability of structures and gave a synopsis of the types of cement used nowadays, especially Ready Mix Concrete and blended cement. Mr. P. Srinivasan (Senior Manager, ACC) stressed on the challenges before civil engineers and the need of infrastructure for the development of the nation. The details of the J.J. Flyover in Mumbai as given by these personnel brought about a sense of pride and awe among the students. At the end of the day’s session it was a pleasant surprise for everyone, when the best participants in the day’s talk were awarded books for their efforts! This showed the amount of care taken by the ACC officials for the students!!

Mr. V. Parmeswaran (Area Manager, FOSROC) gave a talk on the applications of construction chemicals for durable Reinforced Concrete structures and made us aware of the different brands brought out by FOSROC.

Footloose!

The students were allowed to hang loose for an evening with none of the Coordinators around to ‘formalize’ their activities just the day before the commencement of the field trip. Thanks to the expert Disco Jockeys like Ankit, Benny and Sumit, every one enjoyed the non-stop music that flowed on to the dance floor.

The Field Trip: Bon Voyage!

The fun of the journey after the hectic schedule of classes at Kanpur was more than doubled by the luxury of Swarn Shatabdi Express on June 18! With all guns reloaded after having this new experience it was a stark contrast on not finding the bus at the Railway Station! The warm hospitality of IIT Delhi provided the accommodation on its campus in South Delhi-Vindhyachal House for boys and Kailash Hostel for girls. Arrangements were also made for the conduct of technical presentation sessions in the Seminar Room of the Civil Engineering Department at IIT Delhi.  


The next day began with Mr. Sarvesh Tiwari (Junior Public Relations Officer, DMRC) telling us about the impact of Delhi Metro Rail Corporation on Delhi and also escorting us to the various project sites such as the Central Secretariat where the ‘cut and cover technique’ was deployed for constructing a Metro Station. Meanwhile, the Chief Public Relations Officer, Mr. Anuj Dayal and Mr. K.P. Unni (Personal Assistant to Managing Director, DMRC) ensured our smooth day-spend with the Delhi Metro. Meeting with Ms. Shweta at the Pithampura Casting Yard was altogether a different feeling! We saw the long and short line methods of casting and the whole new world of metal casings and concrete bewildered one and all.

Golden Moments…

The rendezvous with Mr. E. Sreedharan (Managing Director, DMRC and a Padmashree awardee for his longstanding contribution to the profession of Civil Engineering pertaining to the Indian Railways) came exactly at 1 pm when he arrived at the NBCC Building’s Conference Room with a smile on his face and an energetic stride. He shared his experiences with the Konkan Railways and some more sweet memories of his college life. Talking about the large spectrum of Civil Engineering and its demanding nature both physically and analytically, he stressed on cultivating good health through proper food, adequate sleep and a good physique. With sound professional considerations, integrity is another attribute which must be inculcated along with punctuality for respecting others’ time.

The lunch hosted by the Shastri Park Depot of DMRC gave an idea of the real working lifestyles of the workers. DMRC officials were kind enough to allow us a to-and-fro joy ride on the fully functional Shahdara-Kashmere Gate line. For the time the ride lasted it gave an experience of future travel conditions in India. 

Yes Daddy was there!


The evening downpour was a welcome respite from the scorching heat and a grand dinner hosted by Mr. H.S. Bhatia was awaiting us at the lush green AAI Club, Safdarjung. Meeting the elders of the profession in an informal manner clarified everyone’s queries. 

However, the next day began with the visits to the Jawaharlal Nehru Outdoor Stadium and the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium where the rains clearly depicted the drawbacks during their construction. It was an eye-opener for each one of us to learn the extent of care and precision that needs to be accounted for, while constructing such structures of great national importance and esteem.

Back to the Future!

In order to keep us abreast of the premier constructions going on across the National Capital we visited the Lajpat Nagar Flyover, being constructed by the Delhi Transport and Tourism Development Corporation (DTTDC). Mr. Jose Kurien (Chief Engineer, DTTDC), with his dedicated team of engineers took us around the site showing the various stages in the construction of the flyover and informed about the many alterations in designs that are to be made as per the site conditions. 

Because Mamma knows best…!

It was fascinating to get into the lap of Mother Nature in a calm and serene place like the ‘Garden of Five Senses’ amidst the hue-and-cry of a metropolis as vibrant as Delhi. The most interesting part was the myriad collection of flora and sculptures in the Garden, which in some way or the other were symbolically connected with the five senses. Innovative methods of energy generation were also demonstrated to every one’s delight. Believe it or not, there were several secret prayers with tightly folded hands and bent knees by the participants in front of the ‘Kalpvriksh’!

Nevertheless, it was very disappointing to see the closed gates of the Qutub Minar and every one heaved a sigh, looking at this engineering marvel just from outside!

The next morning was the departure to the ‘City of Roses’-Chandigarh, aptly called as the most well planned city in India, where the accommodation was provided by Punjab Engineering College. Prof. Bipin Malik (Chandigarh College of Architecture) enlightened us with the elegance of the ‘City Beautiful.’ The spirit of the city is represented by the open hand, which acts as a symbol of Le Corbusier’s gift to India and depicts the necessity in life to be open to give and to receive. After a traditional tour of the city comprising of the Secretariat, Rose Garden and the High Court, we were let loose in the Sector-17 Market for our shopping spree and dinner.

‘The Baby’s Day Out!’
 Finally the most awaited day of the visit to Shimla arrived on June 22. It was fun going through the meandering hill roads, learning all the way about the Civil Engineering aspects of hilly terrain structures. The group did some shopping at the Mall with a few intermittent photo sessions and rolled down by the Toy train to Kalka. The train ride was really a journey through paradise and it was awesome how the British Engineers of the Raj had achieved such a level of precision, which stands out even today!

The journey to the Bhakra Dam began early next day and on reaching the dam it was apparent why Pandit Nehru called it as one of the temples of modern-day India. Simply put, it was a mind-boggling structure, so huge that the volume of concrete used in it was sufficient to lay an 8 feet wide road along the Equator round the Earth! The mere sight of such Civil Engineering structures of strategic importance to the nation makes the adrenaline flow faster!! 

After offering our prayers in the Anandpur Sahib Gurudwara and taking a quick Langar, the group was ready to admire and understand the fine nuances of the Khalsa Heritage Project at Anandpur Sahib. We were overwhelmed by the design of the structure and the quality of finishes obtained in concrete by the engineers. The reflection of the Anandpur Sahib Gurudwara in a pond on the terrace of the Boat Building goes to show the amount of precise work and calculations that are behind the construction of such a marvel! Moreover, the aesthetic aspects of the complex were evident wherever we went, like the representation of multiple reflections inside the Boat Building symbolizing the eternal lives of the great Sikh Gurus. The tough and arduous work being done at the National Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad to provide the most innovative and modern style of natural and artificial lighting arrangements depicts the technological advancement of the nation! At the end of the site visit, engineers of the Larsen & Toubro ECC, clarified our doubts about the various technical aspects and showed us a Video on the project prepared by NID. 

After the freak-out at Chandigarh it was time to return to the nest at Delhi: IIT! Pleasant as it was to see Prof. Mahesh C. Tandon and his team of engineers from TCPL to brief us. Mr. Vinay Gupta (Chief Consultant, TCPL) spoke about the various avenues available in Civil Engineering and the pros and cons associated with each one of them. Mr. Jatinder S. Pahuja (Consultant, TCPL) gave us theoretical substance about the Delhi Metro Projects. While Mr. Alok Pandey (Engineer, TCPL) gave more information about the Lotus Temple and the Khalsa Heritage Project.Then we quickly rushed to reach in time for the grand dinner hosted by TCPL at the India Habitat Centre where we met the Captains of the Civil Engineering profession. Their ideas and advices had a profound effect on most of us and especially the girls were impressed by the interesting incidents of college life narrated by the ladies present. Here was when Prof. Sudhir K. Jain demystified the curtain of suspense pulled over our appointment with the honorable President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam! Every one immediately burst with excitement and there were lots of hi–fives and hugs to be seen all around.

‘The Big Day….’ 
With the first ray of day breaking, everyone started the countdown to meet the President. The shoes were shined and rehearsals were done, but there was still much more to come before that! At the first sight of the renovated Vigyan Bhawan it was hard to believe that this structure had suffered a major fire accident some years ago. Mr. R. Subramanian (Chief Engineer, CPWD) explained us the various facilities especially the fire fighting measures with precise details and great affection. The royal conference halls with modern acoustics were a treat for the eyes and joy for the heart. The rich cultural heritage of India was also exhibited in the form of beautiful paintings and handicrafts brought together from different parts of the nation.

The next thing we knew was that we were standing in a queue outside the Rashtrapati Bhawan for the regular security check. The President’s Staffers escorted us to the majestic Yellow Hall, overlooking the celebrated Mughal Gardens. Moments of anxiousness proceeded the moment of glory when the President in his usual cheerful and assertive way entered the room. Prof. S.G. Dhande (Director, IIT-Kanpur), Abhinav Venkateswaran (Camp Leader, Summer Camp 2003) and Mihika Baruah presented His Majesty a gold plaque. The President was extremely pleased to know from the Camp Coordinator Prof. C.V.R. Murty the spirit of the Summer Camp to motivate the budding civil engineers and build the nation. He patiently answered the questions posed by the students and emphasized on the need for the engineers to come forward to take up the challenges like interlinking of rivers, which lay ahead of a fast developing country like India. The zeal and enthusiasm shown by him and his friendly, down-to-earth demeanor left a deep impression on every heart. It was even more heart warming when he himself asked everyone to have tea at the Grey Dining Hall before leaving and a privilege to be taken for a short round in the august Ashoka Hall, the Darbar Hall and the President’s Museum. In addition to this, the beautiful paintings on the ceiling and walls of these halls as well as the corridors added to the meticulous architecture and the elegance of the monument…. Hats off to this genius who has been serving the motherland in every role he has been assigned and inspiring thousands of people across all regions to be like him… No doubt we might see some of them blossoming from among the Camp participants too! (Amen!!)

Though the participants were all very eager to rejoice and share their BIG experience with all friends and family and quickly grab hold of the telephone, the tight schedule did not permit the freedom to do so. Apparently, we went for a visit to the Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway on National Highway-8 where Mr. A. Ananda Krishna (Ex-Secretary to Managing Director, Consulting Engineering Services Private Limited, New Delhi) showed us the models of the proposed Access Controlled Highway. But the real excitement was on visit to one of the sites when Prof. Bharat Lohani and G.V.L. Anusha were asked to inaugurate the piling work! The honor given and the enthusiasm of the engineers at site overwhelmed every one.

26th of June was again a busy day with a visit to the Unitech Country Club at Gurgaon where a meeting with the leading professionals of the industry was organized by Mr. P. R. Swarup (Director General, Construction Industry Development Council, New Delhi). Mr. C.S. Virdi, Mr. C.S. Gill and Mr. R. Raina from Unitech Limited along with Mr. Jagpal Singh (D.G.M. Engineers India Ltd) shared their rich experiences from the professional life and also presented very knowledgeable presentations on issues as widely ranging as from job prospects to Markanda Bridge to arbitration. The delicious lunch was followed by a visit to the Unitech Trade Centre where the various construction aspects were better understood.

Later in the evening, listening about the emerging trends in Civil Engineering from Mr. S.S. Chakraborty (Managing Director, Consulting Engineering Services) at the India Habitat Centre was a delightful memory. A poetic slide show on the romance, history, heritage and construction of the Taj Mahal at Agra, by Professor S. C. Handa  (IIT-Roorkee) was aptly timed just before the trip to the Taj Mahal at Agra the very next day!

“All important monuments of the nation are closed on certain weekdays for their proper maintenance and upkeep, and so every care should be taken to avoid these days while planning to visit them.” This was the moral of the story, when to the utter disappointment of the students, the Taj Mahal was found closed after a long and tiring journey to the place had been undertaken. Nevertheless, a compromise was quickly reached and photographs with the regal Taj just in the background were clicked! The joy ride on the not-so-common tongas was comfortable and became even more adventurous with a sudden shower pouring down and drenching all the Camp members! The remaining programme of the day, however, was intact and we visited the Agra Fort with leisure of two hours. The splendid architecture of the fort as well as the magnanimity of the structure enthused in everyone a sense of pride, with due regards to the Mughals!

Seldom can one expect a better start to a day than a visit to the ‘Building of the New Millennium: the Delhi Secretariat.’ Mr. D.S. Sachdeva (Chief Engineer, CPWD) was very instrumental in describing how a great amount of power was being saved using the Intelligent Building Management System (IBMS) and efficiency in the working of employees had been increased! The unexpected visit of the Secretary, Delhi Government reaffirmed the faith of the society in Civil engineers as was reflected in his talk. 

More feathers were added to the caps of the participants with an exclusive visit to the Parliament Library Building arranged on a non-working day (a Saturday!), thanks to the efforts and interest taken by Mr. K Srinivasan (Chief Engineer, CPWD), who along with his team of dedicated engineers took us around the building. The genius of the Indian engineers as well as architects was evident in accomplishing the mammoth task of installing the gigantic and awesome pre-fabricated domes atop the building, some even adorned with bubbles in their design! The great Indian tradition of ‘Teacher-King’ relationship was evident by the modest height of the structure when compared with the majesty of the Parliament House symbolically depicting the humility of the Guru!

All the fun and excitement of the shopping spree in Sarojini Nagar Market was washed away with the news of Ms. Vranda V. Kamath, one of the Camp participants and the Group Leader of ‘Piercaps,’ having left for home due to Chickenpox. So the ducks headed back to the pavilion for the third and final phase of the Camp. 

The ambitious National Highways Development Project needs the support and talent of all the Civil engineers of the nation and only dedication and perseverance would help us in achieving this goal. This was the message conveyed by Mr. N.K. Sinha (Director General and Special Secretary (Retired)), in his lecture shortly after our return.

After a hard time at the morning session we had to get ready for yet another breath-taking exercise. Yes, we had to go around the campus preparing a map! Within our groups we further divided ourselves to increase the efficiency and simplify the task. It was truly a test of nerves and coordination among the team members.

At noon it was a test of mental skills. Carefully framed questions, mingled with an active participation created a nice quizzing atmosphere. We learnt the importance of crisp and precise answers. Soon after this, we were ready for yet another mind-boggling exercise with the bridge-building competition, wherein a bridge was to be built out of bamboo sticks, ice-cream sticks, twine and glue with strength, stability, span and aesthetics. The teams interestingly came out with different concepts and it was heartening to see them struggling with the construction process… After all, the budding Civil engineers need to get some hands-on training!

But the excitement reached its paradigm in the evening session, when the Debate Competition was organized on the issue ‘Should women be given reservation in governance or not?’ All the participants gave concrete arguments in support of their stand and the Judges Ms. Sudha Goel and Ms. Sakshi Agarwal had a tough time making the decision.

The next morning Mr. Niranjan Swarup (Executive Director, Indian Society for Trenchless Technologies) gave a lecture on ‘Future Technologies: Underground Construction and Trenchless Technology’ and showed the scope available in this yet another branch of specialization. The next activity in the pipeline was ‘Guess the Space?’ in which Prof. Bharat Lohani gave important tips about how to get the dimensions of various objects to the closest value and underlined the importance of guessing for an engineer.

The only missing link during the field trip was overcome when a visit to the Cable-stayed Bridge being constructed in Naini, Allahabad was organized.Mr. Robert Uthwatt (Resident Engineer, COWI Span-JV) welcomed us at the site and his team of engineers explained the various doubts that the students had. Moreover, getting on top of the 90 m high pylon was a thrilling sight and cherishing memory for the lifetime! The care and concern of the organizers was once again highlighted when meals were arranged in the Visitors’ Hostel Mess, even at 1 o’clock in the night!!

Mr. S.P. Mehta (Retired General, Intercontinental Technologies) gave an insight into the numerous modern hi-tech applications of Geographical Information System in planning and decision-making. While, Mr. N. Raghavan (Vice-President, Larsen and Toubro Limited) asserted the interesting aspects of Civil Engineering, along with the latest techniques like DOKA formwork, slip-form technique for tunnels, Single Point Mooring System for ports and the advantage of using various softwares in dealing with all possible situations.

Finally, Prof. Saumyen Guha, Ms. Sudha Goel and Prof. Ashwini Kumar gave many useful tips and observations about the most impressive way to present a technical paper. Such experiences would surely go a long way in moulding one’s personality and shaping his career! Soon after this, Mrs. Jayshree Srivastava (IIT-Kanpur) got the Questionnaire filled from the students so as to get a feedback about the Summer Camp in general and to devise methods to make it more successful in 2004.

Activities
      The most enjoyable part of the camp was definitely the activity segment, which brought out the ‘Chhupa Rustams’ with their talents! In addition to the fun, group coordination was evident from the fact that in activities like ‘Jenga’ (the tower-building competition) and ‘Overhang’ participants tried to excel in the task. In the Civil Engineering Quiz, all the course content that we had come across during this ‘journey’ of Civil Engineering was revised, thereby checking our presence of mind and underlining the importance of quick and precise answers. In the 3-d visualization, the creative and imaginative skills of the participants were tested, while ‘Load’ tested the analytical as well as convincing skills of the participants by putting before them brainteasers. Playing musical chair was fun as chairs broke down due to the over-enthusiasm of the participants to not to get out! However, the dark horses still managed to hang on till the end… 

Table Tennis acted as a breeding ground for the sporting spirit of the participants, which was further enhanced by Badminton. ‘The Ultimate Frisbee’ prepared the players for the more exhausting games like Cricket and Basketball. However, it proved out to be very costly for players like Sarvesh and Mihika, both of whom got injured while playing Basketball and could not recover till the end of the Camp! Cricket, being the most popular game choice, a stiff competition was expected and a good fight was also put up by all the teams, which consisted of just five members each So ended the final Games and Sports activity of the Camp, with a lesson to the good players to carry forward this hobby as a stress relieving measure into their professional lives. On the other hand, the not-so-good ones got an opportunity to look at the other side of the spectrum of life.

The gliding at the IIT-Kanpur Flying facility was the first experience of the students with soaring heights… And this experience should go on till we achieve the goals that each one of us strives for!!

Adieu!

“The Summer Camp is not just a part of life, in fact it is life itself in a condensed form!” These are the words of Prof. C.V.R. Murty that ring in everybody’s minds as we prepare to leave. With so many unique experiences and emotional ups and downs during the course of the Camp, it is bound to be very dear and precious to all. Moreover, the Camp greatly supported in retrospection of all the participants and provided a mirror to inspect one’s own capabilities. The Camp was not the goal, but a path to achieving the goal and so would be evident again when a few years from now some of these engineers would return to the Summer Camp to repay their debts, but not as participants, rather the dignitaries!!
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