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Foreign delegates propose
exchange of scientists

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kanpur: Several foreign delegates from various
countries of the world along with the distinguished
IIT-K authorities gathered on the campus on Friday
and paid their rich tribute to Professor Purushot-
tam Kashinath Kelkar, its founder director; by mak-
ing a sincere commitment to promote science and
technology through international collaborations.
Vu Quang Diem, ambassador, Embassy of Viet-
nam said, “China is rising, India is emerging and
Vietnam is growing. As our country is growing,
therefore, in the recent years, Vietnam government
has focussed on the fields like IT, biotechnology, au-
tomation. IIT-K has a lot of potential and thus, we
would like to promote the exchange of scientists
and research initiative between the two countries,
which already has been going on successfully.”
Giving a lot of credit to India in the shaping of
African country, Ethiopia, Gennet Zewdie, ambas-
sador, Embassy of Ethiopia said, “What India has
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achieved so far is all because of science and tech-
nology; so now our country is following on the foot-
prints of India to carve a niche for itself.”

“We look up to India as a knowledge-based coun-
try. As a result close to 1,000 students (including
those students who have earned fellowships) from
Ethiopia are already enrolled in various universi-
ties in India. We would like to further intensify our
collaboration with India so asto strengthen our re-
lationship with this country”, added Gennet Zewdie.

Highlighting the priority areas of bilateral re-
search between India and France, Vivek Dham and
Olivier Duchatelle from the Embassy of France said,
“The priority areas include fields like biotechnolo-
gy, natural sciences, environment and climate
change, IT, medicines and pharmacology and re-
newable sources of energy. We promote Indo-French
collaborative research work which benefits the peo-
ple of scientific bent of mind on both the sides. In-
dia is a major partner in a large project known as
ITER (International Thermonuclear Experimental
Reactor) along with other countries of the world,
including France.”

Earlier, Prof S G Dhande, director, IIT-Kanpur,
in his inaugural speech said that developing cre-
ative minds is essential to create teachers of to-
morrow who in turn will further create teachers.

Dhande highlighted the major steps that IIT-K
will be taking, “Noida extension centre will be set
up in due time. This centre will make felt our pres-
ence in and around Delhi. This centre will also as-
sist us in inking international collaborations and
for holding meetings and conferences.”

Dhande also touched upon the establishment of
a research centre or engineering excellence in
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Penang in Malaysia. “This centre of engineering
excellence will again make our presence in the elec-
tronic hub of Malaysia.”

“We will also promote virtual academic system
(distance education) as many countries of the world
are looking towards India for higher technical and
academic growth through collaborations,” added
Dhande.

Other scientists and technocrats who partici-
pated on this occasion were Prof Anandkrishnan,
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chairman, Board of Governors, IIT-K, Dr Elizabett
Thornhill from Embassy of USA, Dr K Gopalan
vice-president, Khazana, Malaysia, Prof Rosa Ma
rina de Brito Meyer, Pontifical Catholic University
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Dr A K Sood from the de
partment of Science and Technology, Dr Smrit
Trikha, Prof Axel Eggert from Germany and oth
ers also spoke before the distinguished people, whe
were present in the outreach auditorium on the
campus.



