
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY KANPUR

Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur is engaged in carrying out original research of significance and technology 
development at the cutting edge. It imparts training to students so that they become competent and motivated engineers and 
scientists. The Institute celebrates freedom of thought, cultivates vision and encourages growth; it also inculcates human 
values and concern for the environment and society.

The Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur was established by an 
Act of Parliament in 1959. Its first Director Dr. P. K. Kelkar, 
started organizing the Institute in November 1959. The Institute is 
an autonomous body primarily financed by the Government of 
India, Ministry of Human Resources and Development with a 
Board of Governors responsible for the overall administration. 
The Institute's Academic Senate with Director as its Chairman is 
responsible for the conduct of the academic activities. The 
Director is assisted by Deputy Director, Deans and Registrar for 
managing research, finances, administration as well as 
encouraging new initiatives.

About the Institute

Teaching at IITKanpur

Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IITK) provides a wealth 
of resources in terms of both equipment and expertise.  Our highly 
specialized laboratories, state-of-the-art design and testing 
facilities, advanced computing platform, and perhaps the best 
technical library in India can be shared to mutual benefit. The 
Institute is open to establishing new partnerships with industry 
leaders and scholars of repute, cutting across all borders and 
barriers. 

?Undergraduate (B.Tech.) and dual degree (B.Tech-M.Tech.) 
Programs in Engineering (Aerospace, Biosciences, Chemical, Civil, 
Computer Science, Electrical, Mechanical, and Materials
and Metallurgy)

?Integrated M.Sc. programs in Sciences (Chemistry, Mathematics 
and Physics). The programs are unique in many ways: core 
curriculum consisting of  engineering science and technical arts 
courses; focus on humanities and social sciences; numerous 
electives on advanced topics and an option for choosing minor 
field.

?Postgraduate program at IITK consists of  M.Tech. in Engineering 
(Aerospace, Chemical, Civil, Computer Science, Electrical, 
Mechanical, Materials and Metallurgy), Master of  Design and Ph.D. 
in all branches of  Engineering, Sciences and Humanities.

Continuing Education Programme
To remain at the forefront, industrial and academic organizations 
need to constantly train their personnel. IITK understands the 
needs of the Indian industry, is abreast of the latest technology, 
and has a flair for teaching difficult concepts in a simple manner. 
Hence, there is tremendous scope for the industry and academto 
take advantage of  continuing education programs. A large 
number of short-term training courses are conducted by IITK at 
campus as well as outside Kanpur. It also conducts custom-
designed training courses for specific organizations either at their 
location or in its own campus.

Industrial Collaboration
The Institute has formulated a long term plan for bringing in a high 
level of participation from Indian industry in its research activities. 
The long term plan departments and inter-disciplinary 
programmes/centres of the institute. In the first phase, the Institute
has set up the following facilities:

· Materials Testing 
· National Wind Tunnel 
· Networking and Internet Services Centre

Interaction in research between industry and technical educational 
institutions will be beneficial to both parties. A step in that direction 
is the Samtel Centre for Display Technology at IITKanpur. The 
setting up of this centre has been facilitated by several factors. The 
most important are enthusiasm and spontaneity exhibited by the 
administration and personnel of the Samtel group of companies and 
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R & D Activities
About a thousand research papers  are  being  published  in  reputed  
journals  and  in  conference proceedings every year by IITK faculty. 
Currently about 450 sponsored projects involving a total outlay of 
Rs.100 crores are funded by various government, public and private 
sector organizations. In addition, about 250 consultancy projects, 
with a total outlay of  Rs.18 crores are being executed by the faculty 
and staff.  

The vision of the Institute is to be recognized internationally for 
excellence in research and development. The major focus is on:

?Fundamental research from nano and micro to macro levels 
involving processes and products.
?Providing leadership in energy technologies, communication 

systems,  materials,  and environmental engineering. 
?Enhancing collaborative research with academic institutes and 

the industry.

International Collaboration
The Institute welcomes dialog with organizations around the world 
with a goal towards heightening research content for its faculty and 
students. Partnership in teaching specialized subjects is also 
anticipated. Accordingly, specific memoranda of understanding 
have been signed with several prominent Universities and research 
laboratories



Contact
Information Cell

202 Computer Centre
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur

Kanpur  208016, India
Tel: 0512 2597889 

E-mail: infocell@iitk.ac.in

Departments

Aerospace Engineering 
Bio-Sciences and Biological 
Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Computer Science & Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Industrial & Management 
Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Materials & Metallurgical 
Engineering
Chemistry
Mathematics
Physics
Humanities and Social Sciences

Technology Development and Transfer Mission
With the changing economic scenario in India, the need for 
developing indigenous technology on problems of relevance to 
the country has assumed added significance. At the behest of 
the Planing Commission of the Government of India, five IITs 
initiated a series of Technology Development and Transfer 
Missions in seven generic areas. The total outlay of these 
mission over the period 1993-97 was around Rs.65 crores. 
These missions involved partnership of the academic 
institutions and the industry in development and marketing of 
important technologies and products. 
IITK has paticipated in the development of technologies and 
products under the following areas:

· Integrated design and competitive manufacturing
· Communication, networking and Intelligent automation
· New materials
? Technology mission on railway safety
? Technology mission on railway safety

Some of the current interdisciplinary research initiatives 

undertaken by the Institute include:

? Digital connectivity for rural areas
? Display technology specifically using organic light emitting diodes 
? Nano-science and nano-technology
? Synthesis and characterization of  magnetic, electronic and polymeric 

materials 
? Translation development for Indian languages 
? Quantum computing
? Smart card and radio frequency identification 
? Cyber security
? Biometrics 

As a result of these initiatives, the Institute has set up 
some of the major Centers as given below:

· Centre of  Environmental Sciences and Engineering
· Mechatronics
· Centre of  Application of  Science and Technology in Archaeology and 

Cultural Resource Management 
· Samtel Center for Display Technology
? Prabhu Goel Research Center for  Computer Security
? SIDBI Center for Innovation and Incubation
· Nano Sciences and Nano Technology Center
? Space Technology Cell 
? Infrastructure Research Cell
? Resource Center for Indian Languages
? Kanpur-Lucknow hub of  Media Lab Asia
? National Information Center of  Earthquake Engineering
? Facility for Ecological and Analytical Testing
? Computer Center
· Laser Technology
· Media Tecnologies 
· National Wind Tunnel Facility

Director’s message

IIT Kanpur has played a defining role in expanding the frontiers of knowledge. Its faculty, students and staff have 
created a niche for the Institute on the world map of science and technology. Our competence and facilities ensure a 
confident march into the discovery of the future. The journey is breath-taking and ultimately satisfying. I welcome 
participation of industry, institutes as well as individuals to join us in the voyage of hope and enlightenment. 

Sanjay G. Dhande

Current data
· Student  strength:

Undergraduate 2288;
Postgraduate 1522;  MBA 72;  Ph. D. 740;  M.Tech.686; 
M.Des. 24

· Faculty 311
· Scientific and  technical personnel 43

· Non-acdemic staff 744

· Hostel rooms: single 3121, double 599

· Additional accommodation for married students 84 
· Research hostel for project staff  old RA 84  new RA 64 

SBRA 27 
· Post doctoral fellows apartment 24

Inter-disciplinary Programs

Central Facilities

Centre for Laser Technology
Environmental Engineering 

                    Management
Nuclear Engineering and Technology
Materials Science Programme
Design Programme

Advanced  Centre for Material Science
Advanced Centre for Electronic Systems
Computer Centre
Central Library
Centre for Laser Technology
Centre for Mechatronics
Centre workshop
Glass Blowing Section
National Wind Tunnel Facility
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