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Highlights
 Prof. P. Shunmugaraj, Mathematics, is

appointed as the new Dean of Students'
Affairs (DOSA).
 Prof. RN Sengupta, Industrial Management &

Engineering, appointed as the Head of the
Department of Industrial Management &
Engineering.
 Shri MK Diwakar, Deputy Registrar (F&A), re-

designated as Joint Registrar (F&A)
 Prof. Deepu Philip, Industrial Management &

Engineering, appointed as the Coordinator,
Visionary Leadership for Manufacturing
(VLFM) Programme.
 Prof. Arun Shukla, Biological Sciences and

Bioengineering, invited to join the Editorial
Boards of Cellular Signalling and Chemical
Biology and Drug Design.

New Colleagues
Dr. Chinmoy Kolay
Assistant Professor
Civil Engineering

Dr. Rahul Mangal
Assistant Professor
Chemical Engineering

Dr. Biswabandan Panda
Assistant Professor
Computer Science & Engineering

Dr. Swaprava Nath
Assistant Professor
Computer Science & Engineering

Dr. Deepak Dhingra
Assistant Professor
Earth Sciences

Dr. Abhishek Kumar Gupta
Assistant Professor
Electrical Engineering

Mr. Sarang S Nandedkar
Assistant Registrar
DoRA and Information Cell

Mr. Sandeep Singh
Assistant Registrar
Office of Dean Research & Development

Mr. Amar Pal
Assistant Registrar
Visitors Hostel

From the Director’s Desk

S

ummer is over and the new academic year 2017-18 has just begun. A total of 1672 new students including 826 in
under graduate and 846 in post graduate level have joined our fold taking the current student strength at IIT
Kanpur to 6458. Compared to big universities in the world and even some of the older IITs, this number should
significantly increase to fortify our strength, ensure greater academic output and research impact, and most
importantly, fulfil the aspiration of the nation.
Inadequate infrastructure, need to raise faculty strength and extremely limited and shrinking financial support continue
to pose the biggest impediment against our growth. Yet there is no room for complacency or despair. The Institute is
seriously pursuing several reforms and new measures both in academic and administrative front. Inter-Disciplinary
Programs may soon graduate into independent Post Graduate Academic Centres. Senate procedures may be
streamlined for better efficiency. Student feedback would be given greater importance. Career Development Cell should
enhance the scope for personality development and communication/comprehension skills of our students, and Student
Placement Office would be revamped with professionals for improving employment record of the Institute at all levels.
A new housing complex with 56 Type II flats has been inaugurated. A new student lounge at Lecture Hall Complex has
been created. The Flexible Electronics Centre building is nearing completion. IIT Kanpur has entered into an agreement
with University at Buffalo to pursue 'Joint PhD Program' in line with similar arrangements with National University of
Singapore and University of Melbourne. The Institute will soon have joint PhD program with selected NITs to create
avenues for top 5-10% under graduate students from NITs to join IIT Kanpur in our direct PhD program. The Institute is
committed and seriously involved in various national missions like IMPRINT, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, Rashtriya Avishkar
Abhiyan and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Recently, IIT Kanpur adopted 5 nearby villages to mentor under Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan.
The 50 Convocation was held on 15 -16 June 2017 with usual pomp and grandeur. To do justice to this Golden Jubilee
event a new swadeshi dress code (Kurta-Payjama) was introduced which was lauded by various quarters throughout the
country.
I fervently hope that the funding constraints will partially be alleviated with the long awaited Higher Education Funding
Agency (HEFA) scheme for infrastructure augmentation and Vishwajeet scheme for pursuing cutting edge research in
selected domains.
Indranil Manna
Director, IIT Kanpur

In Focus
50th Convocation Celebration

I

ITK celebrated its 50 Convocation on 15 and 16 June amidst much
fanfare and excitement. While the undergraduate students received their
degrees on 15 June, the postgraduate students received it on 16 June. Mr.
Natarajan Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons and Dr. Clayton Daniel Mote, Jr.,
President, National Academy of Engineering, USA were the Chief Guests for the
first and the second day, respectively.
This convocation was special in many ways. This time, IITK set a personal record
by awarding 809 undergraduate, 785 postgraduate and 160 PhD degrees.
Meritorious students also received medals at the ceremony. The graduating
students wore traditional clothes designed by them instead of the usual
graduation robes. Both girls and boys wore cream-coloured kurta pyjama with
different degree recipients wearing different coloured stoles.
This year, four noted personalities received honorary doctorates from IITK – Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood for his
scientific contributions and service to Indian science, Dr. MS Swaminathan for his contributions to the
agricultural renaissance in India, Ms. PT Usha for her contribution to the field of athletics in the country
and Prof. Mriganka Sur for his pioneering study on brain plasticity. Prof. Parasar Mohanty, Department of
Mathematics & Statistics, received the ‘Gopal Das Bhandari Memorial Distinguished Teacher Award’
2017 at the convocation ceremony.
Congratulations to the graduating batch of 2017!

News
@ IITK
Faculty News
Prof. HC Verma retires after
38-year teaching career
Prof. HC Verma is one of the most well-known
teachers of Physics in the country and after 38
years of teaching, he announced his retirement
on 1st July, 2017. He joined IITK as a faculty in
1994 and since then, he has mentored many PhD
students and contributed to research in Nuclear
Physics. Prof. Verma is best remembered by
school-going students for his two volumes of
Concepts of Physics. During his tenure at IITK, he
was also involved with several social initiatives.
He is also known for his popular online course
‘Learning Physics through Simple Experiments’.
IITK wishes him the best for this new chapter in
his life!

New Books
Chemical and Synthetic Approaches
in Membrane Biology

Prof. Ashutosh Sharma (Chemical Engineering), Secretary, DST, Govt. of India, honored with
the UNESCO Medal 2017 for his outstanding scientific contributions to the development of
nanoscience and nanotechnologies.
Prof. S. Ganesh (Biological Sciences and Bioengineering), selected for the ‘Tata Innovation
Fellowship’ of the Department of Biotechnology for the year 2016-17.
Prof. Yogesh Singh Chauhan (Electrical Engineering), invited to serve as a Distinguished
Lecturer of IEEE Electron Devices Society.
Prof. Kumar Ravi Priya (Humanities & Social Sciences), selected for the Fulbright-Nehru
Academic and Professional Excellence Fellowship-Flex Award for a period of six months.
Prof. Jitendra K. Bera (Chemistry) has been selected for the CNR Rao National Prize in
Chemical Sciences 2018.
Prof. Arun Shukla (Biological Sciences and Bioengineering) has been chosen for the CNR
Rao Faculty Award.

Edited by: Prof. Arun K Shukla

Profs. Joydeep Chakrabortty (Physics), Sandeep Anand (Electrical
Engineering) and Somnath Jha (Mathematics) selected as an associate
of the Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore.

Science of Life and Nature: A
Photo Poetry Collection
Written by: Mrs. Sukarma Thareja

Research & Development
10th NICEE Workshop

N

ational Information Centre of
Earthquake Engineering (NICEE) at IIT
Kanpur conducted a workshop for
undergraduate students of architecture titled
Earthquake Resistant Design Practices since
2008. The workshop was held during 8-15 July,
2017 and 56 students from 16 institutes from all
over India participated in it. The general
objective of the workshop was sensitizing
students to earthquake safety issues and
capacity building in the basics of earthquake
resistant design at a conceptual level.
The inaugural function was chaired by Prof.
Durgesh C. Rai of IIT Kanpur. During the eightday workshop, the students were given an
architectural design assignment which was later
evaluated by a jury. The studio sessions were a
mix of desk work and informal lectures where
individual cases were used to illustrate
earthquake engineering concepts to the entire
class.

Some Recent Projects
 Department of Biotechnology awards a project titled Bioactive Molecule (TGF Beta 1 and WNT/Beta-

Catenin Inhibitor) Presenting Injectable Double Network Hydrogels for Cartilage Regeneration. The PI
of this project is Prof. Dhirendra Katti, Biological Sciences & Bioengineering.
 Department of Science & Technology sanctioned an INDO-UK joint project titled Towards an

Integrated Approach for Assessing the Impact of Climatic Stresses on Agriculture and the Exchange of
Green House Gas on The IGP . The PI of the project is Prof. SN Tripathi.
 The Ministry of Human Resource & Development grants a major fund to IIT Kanpur under Uchhatar

Aviskar Yojana.

SIIC News
IIT Kanpur has funded a Varanasi-based startup called Aquvio which has
developed sustainable RO water filters. Aquvio’s water filters significantly reduce
the amount of water wasted as compared to the modern RO water systems in
which 70% of the water is drained. In Aquvio’s cost and energy-saving reverse
osmosis-based water purifier, only 30% of the water is rejected and 70% is
available for drinking purposes.
Aquvio has two water purifiers that can filter huge quantities of water (100 litres
per hour and 50 litres per hour). Currently, the Aquvio purifier is installed in a
number of educational institutions across Varanasi.
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Happenings
@ IITK
Academic News
IIT Kanpur signs MoU
with University of Buffalo, USA
IIT Kanpur signed an MoU on 17th July to award
joint PhD degree. The agreement was signed by
Prof. Indranil Manna, Director, IIT Kanpur and
Prof. Satish Tripathi, President of University of
Buffalo, USA. As per the agreement, a few
students from both the universities will be
admitted to the partner university as well and
will be supervised jointly by faculty from both
the universities. The students will be expected to
submit only one thesis for their degree but they
will be expected to spend equal amount of time
at both the universities.

IIT Kanpur to lead a joint Indo-US Program

I

ndian Institute of Technology Kanpur will be leading a pan-India consortium of technical institutes and
industries in a five-year joint Indo-US research project. The Government of India and the United States
of America have agreed to expand the Indo-US Joint Clean Energy Research and Development Center
(JCERDC) by funding this new program, furthering research and development on smart electrical grids
and efficient electricity storage. The project will bring together a multidisciplinary team to address
essential issues related to the adoption and deployment of smart grid concepts. The joint program will
also be demonstrating the technology at several lab level pilots and in the field in rural, semi-urban and
urban settings. It also aims at the capacity building and workforce training, which is essential for
developing the next generation of power engineers.

International Conference on Materials Engineering held at IITK
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur and Indian Institute of Metals
(IIM), Kanpur Chapter, jointly organized the International Conference on
Materials Engineering (ICME) 2017 from 2ⁿ to 4 June, 2017 at IIT Kanpur.
Apart from 40 invited lectures, there were two plenary talks delivered by
Prof. H. Gleiter (Professor, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology) and Prof. AK
Sood (Honorary Professor, Indian Institute of Science). A total of 89 posters
(44 in structural materials and 45 in functional materials) were presented
during the conference. The conference concluded with an award ceremony with cash prizes and e-book
vouchers awarded to the winners.

Students’ Corner
Orientation for New Students

Red Dot Award

IIT Kanpur organized an orientation programme
for postgraduate and undergraduate students,
from 23 July to 28 July. The aim of the
programme was to acquaint the students with
the institute’s facilities and rules and to help
them transition into college life smoothly. On the
first day of the programme, the Deputy Director,
Dean of Academic Affairs and Dean of Student
Affairs addressed the students which was
followed by a presentation by the Women’s Cell,
student clubs as well as sessions on traffic
awareness and physical activity. In the next few
days, interactive cultural sessions and different
competitions for freshers were held along with
presentations by the Student’s Gymkhana, the
Sports Council and the Science & Technology
Council.

r. Karthik P B, a student of the Design Programme of IIT
Kanpur, has won The Red Dot Design Award, an international award and one of the most prestigious for new
design concepts and innovations. Karthik’s design features an
interactive, multi-layered physical map of the institute which allows
the user to quickly search locations in the campus and navigate
easily. The map has three layers - one for the map of the campus, one
for building names (serving as the starting point for navigation) and
one for the name of the buildings serving as destination. When
rotated and aligned properly, a red dot and a green dot appear on the
map showing the starting point and the destination.

M

New Student Lounge

A

new student lounge has been constructed in the Lecture Hall
Complex, below L-7. The lounge, with a floor area of 267 sq.
metres, consists of two discussion rooms, a furnished silence zone
hall and a lounge area. The space has been air conditioned for the
convenience of the students and the discussion rooms as well as the
silence zone hall have been completely soundproofed. The entire area is
connected with WiFi.
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Campus
Diary
Around the Campus
International Yoga Day
Since 2015, June 21 is celebrated as the
International Yoga day across the world. IITK has
been a part of these celebrations since
beginning. This year, almost 200 people
including Prof. Indranil Manna along with
faculty, students, officers and staff participated
in the event which was held at the air strip
hangar. The hour-long session started at 7am
and was led by two yoga teachers along with 50
trained volunteers. After a prayer in the
beginning, participants were taken through the
different asanas of standing, sitting and lying
positions. The session ended with a Sanskrit
shloka.

Get a Bird’s Eye View of IITK
The Gliding Club at IITK regularly organizes joyrides for the campus residents and their friends for an
amount of Rs. 500 per person. The joyrides are organized in the evenings after 4pm, depending on the
number of people and the weather.
For these rides, the Flight Lab uses the Pipistrel Sinus 912 glider which has a wingspan of 15m and can fly
up to 25,000 ft. The glider is operated by a licensed pilot who comes to the campus on designated days,
especially for the joyrides. The other aircrafts currently at the Flight Lab are a Piper Saratoga 6-seater, a
Hansa 3, a Piper Supercub (not operational anymore), Cessna 182 and Cessna 206.

New Type II Multi-Storey Building Inaugurated
UP State Open Taekwondo
Championship held in IITK
The Taekwondo Club of IIT Kanpur hosted the
2017 UP State Open Taekwondo Championship
in the campus from 6 to 9 July. Teams from
around 50 districts of Uttar Pradesh participated
in the championship with almost 1000
participants. The Chief Guest for the event was
Mr. CK Sharma, Secretary General of UP
Taekwondo Association (UPTA). In the Poomsae
(pattern of defense-and-attack motions)
matches, the overall champion was Aligarh, with
IIT Kanpur securing the second place and
Lucknow the third place.

Dr. Indranil Manna, Director, IITK and the Deputy Director, Dr. Manindra
Agrawal, inaugurated the new Type II multi-storey building on 11 July, 2017.
The new building has seven floors, with eight apartments on each floor. The
ground floor has been allocated for parking and for organizing small social
gatherings. Apart from two general lifts, the building also has a spacious
emergency lift to accommodate a stretcher, if required.

From the Album

The first batch of IIT Kanpur (March 1961)
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