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THIRD EYE 

By: Siddharth Chawla 

MBA Class of 2010 

Dialogues with the Batch of 1984…. 

The Silver Jubilee Reunion for the batch of 1984 was recently organised at IIT Kanpur. Vastly 

experienced professionals graced the occasion and relived the golden moments while experiencing 

the nostalgia. The reunion spanned 3 days and with people coming in with their families, the 

opportunity to be addressed by such highly proficient people was a privilege. 

Interactive sessions conducted each day centred on different themes. With people coming in from 

backgrounds as diverse as Civil Services, Entrepreneurs, Media and even saints; we were assured of 

a promising intriguing dialogue. It was kick started by the league of entrepreneurs who now lead 

organisations in different sectors after years of experience. Mr. Rohit Dhesi for example started his 

venture Sun steering Pvt. Ltd.  in 1994. Along with others he, highlighted the various bottlenecks 

that need to be managed and the factors which need to be put in place before getting transformed 

into an entrepreneur. Things such as finance, team, an idea and a strategy need to be interlinked 

appropriately without the fear of failing. Most importantly, the student community at large was 

encouraged towards entrepreneurship considering the fact that it generates employment and 

contributes to the growth. Instances were stated which highlight that the future prospects of an 

opportunity cannot be gauged. An alumnus, Mr.Waqar Hasan who had the opportunity to 

administer Google in its early days could not ascertain the opportunity cost of it and started his own 

venture. 

However, pointing out a completely different course of career is what the alumni working as IAS/IPS 

officers did.  Substantiating it with the argument that India now needs people from top notch 

institutes to accept responsibilities and challenges in order to improve the bureaucratic process in 

the nation. The panel which was marked by the presence of IG encouraged the students to pick up 

such alternatives in times of economic turmoil. 

Adding to these two leagues was a special third panel. It comprised of alumni who took the path less 

traversed and set an unprecedented example of doing what keeps one happy instead of doing 
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something to be happy. One of the alumni, who left everyone spellbound was an IIT K B.Tech now 

turned into a saint, living happily in a forest! When asked the reason, pat came the reply which was 

immensely applauded, ‘Don’t Have, Don’t Loose’. Remember the crisis the world is facing today is 

because it has lost what it had pre September the 15th. 

 The next interaction was initiated by two stalwarts of Lehman Brothers who watched the recent 

turn of events from close quarters. The reasons of the Sub Prime crisis, its impact on the US and 

more importantly the destruction of the business models there, were explained. Emphasising the 

fact that India’s guarded banking policies will to a great extent, isolate India from the conditions 

being faced in US, UK and Europe; it was pointed out that even in times of recession Indian BPO 

industry is expected to do well on account of the outsourcing that will be executed by the firms 

facing losses in the western economies. 

The meet concluded but not before the Vice President of the Pan IIT organisation left on a high, 

mentioning the proposal of organising the Pan IIT Conference 2010 at IIT Kanpur. Mr. Rahul 

Mehrotra, the Vice President of the organisation, currently working with McKinsey and an alumnus 

of IIT Kanpur hopes that given the scale of the conference (which is attended by around 3000 

dignitaries and opinion makers of the world), it would do to Kanpur what the Commonwealth Games 

is doing to New Delhi! 
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